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Thousands of acres of productive land are lost each day across America. �e 
natural struggle between growth and conservation takes on special meaning 
in the Bluegrass Region of Kentucky where we lose prime farmland at a rate 

of 11 acres per day.1 At risk is the $3 billion Bluegrass agri-business and agri-tourism 
contribution to our region�s economy each 
year, which includes Kentucky�s signature 
horse industry.  To strategically combat this 
loss, the private and public sector have cre-
ated a four-pronged approach to protecting 
the special brand of the Bluegrass, including 
quality of life and economic development 
(Bluegrass Tomorrow), land conservation 
(Bluegrass Conservancy), public �nancing 
of the sale of development rights (PDR), 
and sustainable growth advocacy (�e 
Fayette Alliance.) �ese e�orts have 
protected over 30,000 acres of farmland, 
while recognizing the need for growth in a 
vibrant community. �ese solutions have 
evolved and created an e�ective model for 
other communities to follow.

Bluegrass Tomorrow is central 
Kentucky�s regional planning organization. 
�is 14-county regional coalition of  
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Kentucky Derby winner Big Brown frolicking 
on conserved land at �ree Chimneys Farm
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(Land Use Planning Model continued) 
business, development, farming, and 
preservation interests is dedicated to 
promoting coordinated growth and 
preservation planning throughout the 
region. Bluegrass Tomorrow believes 
that quality of life and economic devel-
opment are inextricably linked, and that 
preserving the precious bluegrass soils 
and irreplaceable qualities of the region 
such as the horse industry is a foremost 
priority. BGT unites the e�orts of 
public, private, and corporate citizens 
to achieve regional solutions that enable 
the region to build a strong and e�cient 
economy, which respects the tradition 
of livable and distinct communities, 
surrounded by beautiful greenbelts  
of productive farmland and rich  
natural areas.

Bluegrass Tomorrow�s current 
emphasis is the Bluegrass InnoVision 
2018 planning project, in which 22 
other similar regions were studied 
comparing 150 di�erent data points 
covering every aspect of quality of life 
and economic development.  In the 
study, the Bluegrass Region is a model, 
and proof that urban growth and 
agriculture are compatible, as Fayette 
County (the most heavily populated 
county in the Bluegrass) ranks �rst in 

average agricultural sales per farm of 
the 23 regions studied.  
See bluegrasstomorrow.org for complete 
information.

Founded in 1995 and incubated by 
Bluegrass Tomorrow, Bluegrass Con-
servancy is the region�s leading private, 
nonpro�t land trust permanently 
protecting our endangered farmland for 
the public bene�t.2 �e land trust cur-
rently holds 53 conservation easements 
protecting 8,042 acres or over twelve 
square miles.  Conservation easements 
are voluntary legal agreements between 
a landowner and Bluegrass Conser-
vancy or another eligible organization.  
�ese �exible agreements are tailored 
to the landowner�s objectives and 
property in order to preserve the land 
for agriculture and/or other open space 
activities, thereby protecting its conser-
vation values. A landowner donating 
a conservation easement to a quali�ed 
organization such as Bluegrass Con-
servancy may be eligible for signi�cant 
income tax and estate tax savings. 

Conservation easement donations 
to Bluegrass Conservancy create 
world-class public bene�t with no 
public expenditure, and protect land 
that economically contributes to the 
community.  Protected farmland helps 

keep down the high cost of community 
services and protects our communities� 
unique brand identity and �sense of 
place.� Many easements are tailored to 
protect key soil and water resources, 
forests, wildlife habitat, and historic sites.

Forming a critical mass of protected 
farmland open-space is a primary goal. 
Critical mass is achieved when neigh-
boring landowners place conservation 
easements on contiguous parcels of 
farmland.  Studies throughout the 
nation show that potential property 
buyers o�en pay a premium for the 
assurance that neighboring lands will 
be protected from development in per-
petuity. For example, the Brandywine 
River Valley, located in southeastern 
Pennsylvania and northern Delaware, 
has proven over time that land values 
of over 20,000 acres of contiguous 
properties protected with conservation 
easements have resulted in substantially 
higher land values compared to proper-
ties located outside the protected areas.  
Visit www.bluegrassconservancy.org to 
learn more. 

Supplementing Bluegrass Conser-
vancy is Fayette County�s Purchase of 
Development Rights (PDR) Program, 
whereby public funds are set aside to 
buy conservation easements on 

(Continued on next page)
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1 USDA Census (2007) and Fayette County PVA data (2008).
2 �World Monuments Fund designated the Bluegrass Region as one of the world�s 100 most endangered sites.

�ree Chimneys Farm, Midway Kentucky
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There is some legislation important to land owners with which 
your help is needed. �e enhanced tax deduction for conservation 
easement donations has helped America�s land trusts work with 

farm owners, ranchers and other modest-income landowners to increase 
the pace of land conservation by at least 250,000 acres a year.  However, 
unless Congress acts, this important conservation tool will expire at the 
end of December.  

Help secure support in the House of Representatives for the Conserva-
tion Easement Incentive Act (H.R. 1831) and in the Senate, for the 
Rural Heritage Conservation Act (S. 812). Both bills make the easement 
incentive permanent. As of this writing, 224 Representatives and 27 
Senators have already signed on. You can reach your Member of Congress 
by calling the Capitol Switchboard at 202-224-3121. Ask to speak with the 
sta�er who handles tax issues and tell them you would like your elected 
o�cial to co-sponsor the appropriate bill named above. 

�e Recreational Trails Program is expected to continue as normal 
for now. RTP is funded through SAFETEA-LU which expired on 
September 30, 2009; an extension was expected. �e US Department of 
Transportation proposed to extend the current authorization (with no 
policy changes) for 18 months. Check the news scroll at www.ELCR.org 
periodically for the most current information.

One �nal note, we are in the process of changing our name to the 
Equine Land Conservation Resource. Please bear with us as we make the transition in order to be more inclusive to those who do not 
ride their horses � (i.e. owners of miniature and thoroughbred horses and to our carriage driving friends.)

Give us a call or drop us a line anytime. You can also keep up with us on Facebook; look us up under the new name, Equine Land 
Conservation Resource. 

Have fun outside! 

From the Saddle
A letter from ELCR�s CEO, Deb Balliet Photo courtesy of Jennifer M

unson Photography and Perform
ance H

orse m
agazine

Deb and �Taz�

(Land Use Planning Model continued)  
quali�ed lands. �is program is the  
�rst agricultural conservation easement 
program by a local government in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. To-date, 
PDR has leveraged over $53,500,000 
from local, state, and federal funding 
sources to protect 200 Fayette County 
farms totaling 22,732 acres. See  
www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=497 
for more information.  

Finally, �e Fayette Alliance was 
established in 2006 to promote, through 
proactive education and awareness, 
farmland preservation, a dynamic and 
equitable cityscape through in�ll-
redevelopment, and healthy waterways 
through the repair of our defunct 
sanitary sewer and stormwater systems. 
If responsibly pursued, this strategy 

will protect our irreplaceable Bluegrass 
farmland and related agricultural 
industries, while strengthening the 
city of Lexington through innovative 
growth measures�creating a quality 
of life essential to our economic and 
environmental success today and in 
the future. As a 501 (c)(4) corporation, 
�e Fayette Alliance regularly lobbies 
local government in furtherance of its 
land-use mission. Lobbying activities 
include attending all relevant planning 
and zoning meetings, and educating the 
public, political leaders, and govern-
ment o�cials about growth issues. 
Without a doubt, land-use planning in 
the Bluegrass is a political animal�and 
having a strong, credible, and consistent 
presence at the local government level 
has been an important key to  

�e Fayette Alliance�s achievements.   
To learn more about �e Fayette Alliance 
visit www. fayettealliance.com. 

�e precious land assets of the 
Bluegrass Region support Kentucky�s 
strongest brand, the horse.  �ere is 
widespread recognition of the risk of 
losing those assets.  Smart planning 
and strong community involvement are 
helping Kentucky�s signature industry 
protect its factory �oor.  �e Bluegrass 
Region�s four-pronged approach to 
planning�quality of life and economic 
development, land conservation, public 
�nancing of development rights, and 
sustainable growth advocacy�are 
providing a land use planning model 
for other areas of the country. 
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With a comprehensive commitment to the education of young riders, the 
United States Pony clubs (USPC) summarizes their objective in their 
mission statement as providing �a program for youth that teaches riding, 

mounted sports, and the care of horses and ponies, thereby developing responsibility, 
moral judgment, leadership and self-con�dence.�  While their emphasis on education 
has traditionally steered pony clubbers towards an important understanding and 
appreciation of equine care and management, the USPC added a conservation compo-
nent to their curriculum.  Stating that their goal is to, �have every Pony Club member 
become aware of, literate about, and proactively engaged with, protecting land for 
horse-related activities,� the USPC is taking steps to promote conservation appreciation 
and understanding amongst its members.

Equestrian Partners Spotlight: 
United States Pony Clubs
By Stacy Durham, Georgetown College student 
and ELCR Intern

www.KPPusa.com

�anks to our corporate friends:

Equine Network and its �ne 
family of equestrian magazines: 

Equisearch, Horse & Rider, 
Equus, Dressage Today,  and 

Practical Horseman

USPC vet box 

Cutline.

Incorporated into the non-mounted aspects of the Pony Club 
testing, the conservation curriculum asks participants to both learn 
about and participate in an aspect of local, national or regional 
equine land conservation. Past projects by students include things 
such as maintaining horse trails, thanking landowners on whose 
land they ride, or writing a paper highlighting importance of clean 
water and how storm water runo� can negatively impact our water 
supply. �ere is also a focus on building an understanding of equine 
land conservation challenges.   

Ultimately, the USPC�s motivation in adding a conservation 
component to their curriculum is grounded in their knowledge and 
concern for issues relating to land conservation. Peggy Entrekin, 
Executive Director of USPC notes, �USPC long ago identi�ed 
the loss of land for riding as a threat to young people and equine 
activities. �e USPC�s close relationship with ELCR kept us aware of 
the loss of land and provided us with an awareness of the issues so 
the formalization of the education components of conservation into 
our standards was a logical next step.� 

Owing to their partnership with the ELCR, as well as their own 
steps forward, the USPC is setting a positive example for other like-
minded equestrian organizations.  �rough their e�orts to promote 
education and awareness of land conservation issues, the USPC has 
added a valuable resource to both their pony clubs, as well as the 
equestrian community as a whole.  

Photo courtesy of Shelly M
ann
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USPC eventing
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