Are Crties

BY STEVE AUSTIN

ities are the grear
places of human
history. They have
privided us with
the drama and
diversity that have
become part of us
They have always
|.|‘||.'||.'l'. our centers of
learning, trade and fun. They have
been our economic engines. And now
they are obsolere
Many people hold this view, but s i
really the case? Considering only the
immediate present, it may appear to be

i

s0. Cites, once villy important w
inchividual hives, now seem to have no
connection o ours,  Today, astonish

ingly, there may be as many as rwo or

E]I'I'I."I.‘ renerations of r:!r1'l1|.IL‘\' 'L\|1l| II'.I'l'L'
x

never set foot in the dense, old pares of
their communities — the parts thar
constitute the ciry, It was not always
this way.
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Consider what cioes used o be o

A
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people, One hundred vears ago, cities
Weere '|L||L"FL‘ :\NHI "C]Ilfppk'll. '[T'-\.'I.LlL'Ll..
worshiped, socialized, learned and
pl‘:!:'li-.'ud il.t'l:lll-l.t':lf.:n. You went o the
ciey oo mail a lemer or receive a
telegram. You couldn’t see the world
withour passing through the city. You
may have stuffed some money 1nmw
vour matrress, bur most of 10 went
with you to the bank in the city. You
heard the news of the world in the
citv. If vou were sick or had |('1._r:1|
isswes, you went to the city. Personal
milestones were marked o some way
through a connection with a cirv
FEvervehing revolved around vouar
connections 10 the city. The city was



where, in 21st century rerms, you
plugged in.

But do you really need a ciry w plug
in toxday? A car can rake you any
distance 10 see a doctor or a friend
News comes o you instantaneously
from mynad sources. You can find a
lawyer on TV, research pharmaceu-
tical information an the Web, and
e-mal your friends 24 hours a day. You
can join any number of interest
groups and never have B o a
meetnng. You can do vour |_|,-:j|_ki1|,-r5
from your dining room table. You can
ger almost l.‘i'(‘:l"t.'[l]ifi:.! yvou need at a
supercenter that is open day and night.
And what you can't ger there, vou can
have shipped to your front door with
one welephone call,

This freedom o plug in wherever
vou want has led some o believe thm

Consider what cities used to
be to people. One hundred
years ago, cities were where
you shopped, traded,
worshiped, socialized,
learned and practiced
democracy.

cinies are no longer necessary. Since we
can care for ourselves 'I.L'|1|_'r|;“|.'|.":' we
choose to live, this thinking goes, why
would we choose a city? Many people
belicve the best choice is to live
anywhere burt the city. These thoughis
are rooted 1n the feeling that cities are
somehow alien w our nature. This
FEPresents |{|.|ih: a {h.‘lﬂ;_r:: mun]:l. LLH]
Vears,

We are seeing the resulis of this
thinking in our landscape. Houses,
shops and offices are springing up
T'ﬂpidl‘- in areas outside cies,
Churches line once rural roads in whar
has become a spiritual representanon
of our flight away from cines. We are
remaking our Jandscapes and our lives
based on the belief thar cities are had

Why should anvbody care? 1sn't this
beliel” so widespread thar many have
stopped questioning i Shouldn't we
just accept thar what we are creanng
must be for the best

No, we must not accept this. Cides
are, quite simply, our fumre. The view

that cities are obsolete is nothing more
than a passing fashion. Ciries — our
cultural foundation, our socieral hase,
our connection to the past — will
never be obsolere, They are the most
practical, efficient and time-tested
forms of living ever devised They
remain our nation’s economic engines,
And, given the new patterns of global
business and our own changing demo-
graphics, cities in the 21st cenrury will
be more important than ever to our
sociery and our coonomy, Cur chal-
lenge is 1o grow our cities despiie the
artitudes of those who would abandon
them

Cines represent our shared history;
their buildings represent gifts from the
prast that previcus generations
intended o last. These generations
believed in the future enough w spend
their limited funds proving it — an
ammde we don't find anvwhere
outside of cities today, Non-ciry

buildings are designed for a maximum
life of 30 years, if that. What does thar
say about our generation’

Our artistic and cultural lives are
rooted in cities, the only source of the
gravity necessary to create a home for
priceless arrifacts and important
discussions. We know, for example, thar
citics are where museums belong if for
no other reason than that they would
look lost next to a strip mall.

Cities house valuable infrastrucrure
such as warer and sewer lines, streets
and telecommunications facilivies.
These are valuable resources because
we do nor have o create them anew ar
great expense, a lesson being learned
in many areas, The vears ahead could
find these areas facing rough choices
between higher taxes or antigquated
infrastrrucrares. And the result could be
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nesses look elsewhere o locare, Cines
will be far ahead in this game and
much better prepared o respond 1o
new growth that will reap economic
rewards

Transportation choices abound in a
city, Interconnected sereers and short
blacks make cities easy 1o navigane
And a car isn't always necessany
one can walk, take mass rransit or ¢ven

rollerblade, The ease of transport 15 1n
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striking contrast to life in the outer
fringes, where planning has ensured
that no one can walk anywhere

||lllnll||.! |.h|2l|u.‘"- illkfi."i.l!'it' ina L'iT'u

from townhouses w loft apartments

1o single family derached houses. Each
type of housing appeals o people
with different incomes and back
grounds, helping create a diverse
population - an ideal of democracy. In
contrast, residents of many newly
developing areas are highly segregared
by housing costs

Cinies also offer the E'H.':I'r-L'l. r antudore
1o the R NS i:l:,: sense of isolation many
people feel in their lives. The design
of cities creates a naturally occurring

Since we live in an
entertainment age, cities are
becoming the hottest places

o spend leisure time.

Gulinary and artistic

adventures beckon.

network of social contacts 1I"|.I|LI:II_L_'
al ng a cin sidewalk can bring vou
into contact with any number of
people. Consider, by way ol
comparison, the scheduling required
for =ocial interaction in nearly all
other settngs. A civy-based social
nerwork also fills the role of an
extended family of people who take
an interest in vour life

Cines are safer than ever before. The

FBI Uniform Crime
Report shows thar the
crime index for maost
cnes decreased by
anyvwhere froum
seven-tenths of
a percent 1o 1.5
percent in
22, a

trend

that has been steady tor the last
decade. Meanwhile, the crime index in
suburban arcas jumped by 1.5 percent
i 2002, and even rural areas saw an
increase in the crime index of four
tenths of a percent
Since we live In an entertainment
age, cities are becoming the hortest
places to spend leisure ime.  Culinary
and artsuc advenmres beckon
Cultural and sporting events draw
More |1;-<>]~||; than ever. Downtown
movie theater and playhouse audi-
ences are growing People are
rediscovening the pleasure of simply
watching other people. Cities are also
vital to the tourism industry, which is
simply another form of entertainment.
COver ome, fewer and fewer people
will want to visit sprawling serips of
similar stores. Instead, more tourists
will want the action, excitement and
beaury of a ciny
Changing dems l:._'IHF!'hIi'\ will '\'\.I'|J'|"']'-
the residents for resurgent cities. The
long-held notion that the American
Dream takes shape as a single-family
house inhabived by a dad and mom
and kids is fading tast. That dream
now represents less than 25 percent of
all Amencan households. Meanwhale,
several large and formerly unnouced
demographic groups are emerging
I'here are more ~1i|.s_-|1.' '-“'"'l'l"' and
active older people than ever. Single
}l{n|1||_'_ who can live anvwhere, are
increasingly \q'-,';n|1|.1_5 the social conneg
[ons .II||.| actyon af ity |-.n- SMore
F|-|Lw Ver ;ll_ 'I.'-.']'|||'\.i.' children are
grown, are searching for sophisticated
urban living areas. They want o be
close o musecums, cales and
music venues, And
in the next
{1



"-'L'-:I'I"?ul []'IL‘ ‘i”'ll'ii”'.."'..l t".'h'\-:l
generation, children
of habw-hoomer

parents, will reach
adulchood. This is
one of the

address basic quality of life issues,
from erime to litter, immediately,
They must ensure that their ciry infra-
structure 15 in good shape. City leaders
must create a welcoming atmosphere
for all kinds of people. '

Beyond meeting these needs, leaders
also must plan for and implement
those things that will be indispensable
toa 2lst cenmury ciry. They must
update their zoning ordinances w
meet the varied demands of L'I|1.'!|.'
development that focuses on mixed
uses and higher densines. Cinies must
vigorously pursue historic preservation
by adopting building codes thar will

largest genera-
lil S Yer seen iI'I
this country,
and itz
members will
Erow up
desiring cities,
Through
movies, rele-
vision and
advertsing, all of
which are incor-

allow developers flexibility in reno-
vating older buildings. Ciry and
business leaders must work to gain
broadband Internet access as soon as
possible. And entertainment attrac-
nons such as sidewalk cafes and
outdoor festivals must be encouraged
City leaders must do these things
and many more. Most important, they
MUsEt € "'Il.l.i]uall"f !Ellan.l ﬂ:j{ili“.‘i.l.' [h{"
mindset that cines are obsolere, This 1s
a destructive force. Simply pue: Cities
ATe Nt t!-hﬂﬂ:.-tu, :511(' tht,‘.:l; never u.i”
be. Indeed, cines offer us the brighrest

future. sl

porating more
“cool” urban images
than ever, these young people will see
the best side of ciries.

Even middle-age parents are
choosing the city. They want to trade a
manotonous life elsewhere for the

‘I want my daughter to
understand how | related to
the city and have her relate

to the city. The whole city
becomes a back yard.’

pleasures of the city, and they don't
see the city as unsafe or unhealthy for
their children, Rather, rha.v_',' view the
ciry as an exciting plavground in
which the children can gain a grearer
awareness of the world. As one father
savs, 1 want my daughter to under
stand how | relared o rhe city and
have her relate w the cury. The whole
city becomes a back vard”

I-1-\l|'|l."‘ﬂ.' !lL'l.FIFIl' “'i.” FTH'-"lrilﬂ._" T cl[l["s
becanse they are nred of the Tmﬁi;._,

relopment * Ele

We've Moved Our Place
fo a Brand New Space/

Your Infrastructure Specialists

stewater - Design/Build = Transportation
rical » Surveying/GIS

visual blight, loss of green space and
lack of social value elsewhere. They
will search for cicies thar are vibrant,
diverse and satnsfving. Cioes will
provide them with a gquality of life
higher than has ever been achieved
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